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Super Combi  
Skoda's first premium estate set to upset market leaders 
By christopher tan, senior correspondent  

SKODA SUPERB COMBI 
1.8TSI 

Price: $151,800 with COE 

Engine: 1,798cc 16-valve 

inline-4 turbocharged 

Transmission: Seven-speed 

dual-clutch with paddle shift 

Power: 160bhp at 4,500rpm 

Torque: 250Nm at 1,500-

4,500rpm 

0-100kmh: 8.6 seconds 

Top speed: 218kmh 

Fuel consumption: 7.3 

litres/100km (city-highway) 

 
Turning in a sterling road show, the Skoda Superb Combi is the 
wagon for the non-brand conscious. -- ST PHOTO: ASHLEIGH SIM 

Think station wagons and Volvo's V models come to mind and, of 
late, maybe Audi's Avant range. These are the most saleable 
estates here. They embody functionality, sportiness and that 
unconventionality that conventional people seem to crave these 
days. 

The Skoda Superb Combi could just be the car to shake up the 
status quo. Quality-wise, it is on a par with the Vs and Avants, 
but it is cheaper. 

In fact, the Combi is a rare combination of luxury, comfort and 
practicality. It has an enviable level of fit and finish; its 
equipment list will make owners of some premium models blush; 
and it packs a lot of go for a 1.8-litre.  

Stylistically, the car is a sure winner too, with fluid lines that 
convey modernity and dynamism. Some might say its general 
profile resembles that of another Volkswagen Group product: the 
Porsche Panamera. Well, perhaps on a hazy night, at a hundred 
paces, after a pint or two. 

The design also speaks of solidity, which the engineers have 
managed to back up well. The sound of the doors closing, the 
cabin's excellent noise insulation, the tactile integrity of the 
switchgear - all beyond reproach.  

Skoda has always been known for excellent space packaging and 
the Combi is no exception. Legroom in the second row is more 
than adequate, and the cargo area is broad, flat and deep.  

There is a lot of usable space here, evidence that form does not 
always have to be at the expense of function. 

Loading and unloading is easy-peasy. The tailgate is motorised 
(with memory tilt), and a flexible partitioning system keeps 
small items such as grocery bags and terriers from rolling about 
when the car is driven enthusiastically (which, I guarantee, will 
be often). 

The rear seats can be folded away to release 1,865 litres of 
stowage with a depth of a little over 1.9m. A roller parcel shelf - 
which automatically retracts a little when the tailgate is lifted - 
and foldable hooks complete the picture.  

Like the Superb sedan, the Combi has a neat umbrella holder 
inside the rear left door. Also found in Rolls-Royces, the device 
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drains water from a wet brolly out of the vehicle. 

On the go, the biggish Superb Combi is no slouch. Its 1.8-litre 
turbo engine, mated to a seven-speed DSG transmission, hauls 
the car with verve. The nought-to- hundred sprint is 
accomplished in a respectable 8.6 seconds.  

Peak torque of 250Nm arrives at just 1,500rpm, allowing 
effortless progress in more congested, stop-start situations. 
When the road opens up, the Combi stretches its legs with 
aplomb, with revs building up cleanly and uncomplainingly all 
the way to 5,000rpm. 

The car does not give the impression of being rear heavy. It 
tracks accurately and corners almost neutrally. For its size, its 
turning circle is surprisingly tight.  

At higher speeds, it feels like a properly sorted big car, affording 
the driver low-fatigue motoring.  

The most striking on-board feature is the panoramic sunroof, 
which comes with a white net screen (motorised) to reduce 
midday glare without blocking out light completely.  

There is dual-zone air-conditioning, with extra vents mounted in 
B-pillar to maximise comfort in the rear row. Taking centre stage 
on the fascia is a Volkswagen-style touch-screen monitor that 
controls a variety of functions, including a user-friendly 
navigation system.  

Reverse camera and beepers help make parking as easy as if 
you had eyes behind your head. An array of courtesy lights, 
inside and out, gives the car a premium touch. Other features it 
shares with premium cars include memory seats, automatic 
headlights and wipers (with efficient mist-style washers), and 
cruise control.  

The Superb Combi is an incredible package for the price. Not bad 
for Skoda's maiden attempt at an upmarket estate. The only 
thing it needs now is a branded badge.  

christan@sph.com.sg  
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